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connexion between these views and the ideas of Feder,
Todt, and Keppler, and realised that this was not sheer
amateurism but the expression of a definite outlook, kept
secret at first, on the future economic order, Later events
showed that Hitler remained faithful to his view that the
linking of the needed standard of economic value with the
commodity of gold is not a help but a hindrance to industry.

"You see, I'm a victim of the situation," Feder told me,
when I called on him in his flat after his dismissal. His wife
gave me a rather dubious welcome. The former Under-
secretary had shared the fate suffered by so many *cmen of
the first hour" in all revolutions. He was not considered fit
for a share of power. In his speeches before the Nassis
seized office he had often announced the measures he pro-
posed to carry out as Minister of Economic Affairs and
dictator of the currency bank. Nothing of this had h<*
achieved. His capacity to evolve plans was inexhaustible,
but he was quite helpless in dealing with practical problems.
Nevertheless, he was shabbily treated, He was a man of
benevolent disposition, far removed from the usual Nazi
type. He had sunk a large part of his fortune in the move-
ment, in the early stages of which he wielded considerable
influence. He remained the National Socialists* theoretician
until the seizure of power, His middle-class opponents of
the Right were delighted to expose his floundering efforts
to deal with practical problems.

"They say I ventured too far forward. You see me/* he
complained, *?the scapegoat reactionaries of the agitated
who were frightened abotft their securities* I am ruining
business^ I am an obstacle to confidence in the new con-
ditions3 I am injuring our currency, etc., etc."

We discussed Luther, who at that time was still president
of the Reichsbank, "It may be," he said, "that that is the
sort of ,man who is wanted at the moment. Well/* he added,
shrugging his shoulders, "we shall be wanted when the time
comes for real constructive work. Then they'll send for_us7*

They did not send for Feder* but the gist of Ms ideas*
lately a welter of faddist TOtioas, was the gospel of the
end of the individualistic eco&omlc ojder* a&d tbe IbeEdT in
this was shaded by all the leading pioneers of